Halima, a Journey Through Cyberspace

A production of SARA Computing and  Networking (SARA) and the Sunchild Foundation. 

Halima* travels through cyberspace. Cyberspace is a dream environment simulated with the help of high-tech scientific computers. This environment is the setting for a musical piece where dancer Sandra Leonora, in a suit attached with sensors to direct the virtual world with her movements,  performs a choreography. The audience experiences this mix of reality and virtual-reality, in 3D-effect through special glasses.

*Halima is African for patience, peace and dream.

The virtual dancer in duet with the ‘flesh and blood’dancer lead the audience through five different virtual worlds. The powerful Silicon Graphics computers of SARA generate the virtual environment in a fairy-tale like atmosphere. This results in an interaction between virtual and reality; a conversation between humans, graphics and music.

Contents

1. Ha: Marie Pompoen

African drums (djembé)

Atmosphere of the virtual world: fairy-like island, sea, storm, ship.

2.  Ha: I made up my mind

Touches of the dancer create colour explosions and sounds; sung by Tony Sherman.

Atmosphere of the virtual world: Ocean.

3.  Ha: Prelude to the drama

Jazzy, dark, like black rats which jazzdance in smoking and glossy shoes.

Guitar play by Franky Douglas.

Atmosphere of the virtual world; cave-like with eight dancing instruments.

4. Li: Beginning of the story

Classical with Brazilian atmosphere in the solo parts; influenced by Bach.

Saxophone play by  Michael Moore.

Atmosphere of the virtual world: Garden.

5. Ma

Combination of salsa and funk music through the Douglas-7 musical ensemble

Atmosphere of the virtual world: Heaven, Escher environment, surrealistic palace feeling, chorus.

Importance of the project

To our knowledge, this interaction between technique and culture has not yet been performed in any place in the world. There exist only a few computer centres  in the world with sufficient knowledge and facilities, needed for a live virtual reality  performance. With this work we want to bridge the gap between computer science and art. The artists and computer science specialists on our staff are inspired by each other and melt these two seemingly opposite worlds into one.

Target audience

We aim at an audience which is open to experience a fresh and innovative spectacle.

Producers

‘Halima, a Journey Through Cyberspace’ is a co-production of Sunchild and SARA.

Sunchild

The foundation Franky Douglas ‘Sunchild, founded in 1993, has the purpose: to perform improvised music in particular Afro-Caribbean music and jazz influenced music, as well as creating opportunities to compose the above described music by Franky W. Douglas. In this production Sunchild took care of  the composition and the choreography and delivers the dancer and seven musicians who will perform ‘live’ on stage in the band: Douglas-7 (D-7).

SARA

SARA computing and networking services is a center of expertise in supercomputing, networking and infrastructure services for science and business. SARA has also built up extensive expertise in virtual reality, 3-D visualisation and simulation.
SARA’s VR-experts support the visualisation of data through specialised visualisation-techniques. Since 1997 SARA has the CAVE (Computurized Automatic Virtual Environment) a high-tech facility for virtual reality. The CAVE is used for applications in life science, city planning and architecture. SARA VR-engineers wrote the software for ‘Halima, a Journey Through Cyberspace’.

Composer – Franky Douglas

Choreography  - Sandra Leonora

Virtual Reality Software – Jorrit Adriaanse and Bram Stolk

Director – Felix de Rooy

Performers

Franky Douglas

Guitar

Wolter Wierbos

Trombone

Michael Vatcher

Drums

Glenn Gaddum

Keyboards

Johnny Tevreden

Base

Frank Cesar


Tenor Saxophone

Michael Moore

Saxophone, Clarinet

Sandra Leonora

Dancer

Maurice van Tongeren
Virtual Reality Technician

Anton Koning


SARA Project Leader

Merel Dorgelo

Overall Project Leader

Viola van Alphen

All

Statements about the CAVE

‘To our knowledge it is the first time a VR-production is made in combination with live dance and music. We have a world primeur!’

Matthijs Koornstra, Director of SARA

‘First giant step into entertainment.’

Johnny Kraaykamp jr, Actor

‘An extremely important project.’

Loek Hermans, Minister of Education

‘Nobody can leave the CAVE without being impressed by what is reached and the perspectives it offers.

Jo Ritsen, Minister of Education

‘Congratulations on behalf of the Municipality of Amsterdam’.

Jaap van der Aa, Alderman of the Municipality of Amsterdam

‘It was very interesting to view a virtual can of beer!’

Freddy Heineken, director and founder of Heineken Corporation

‘The Cave is a virtual world. Let’s hope that a considerable part of what is told today, will be reality in the future.’

Annemarie Jorritsma Lebbink, Minister of Traffic and Water
